
Canadian Association for Legal Ethics 
Annual General Meeting 
Edmonton, Alberta – University of Alberta Faculty of Law 
Saturday, October 29 at 9:00am 
 
Draft Minutes 
 
Attendees: 
 
Leslie Walden (Department of Justice), Deanne Sowter (Winkler Institute), Andrew Flavelle 
Martin (Toronto), Stephen Pitel (Western), Alain Roussy (Ottawa), Jula Hughes (New 
Brunswick), Malcolm Mercer (McCarthy Tetrault), Adam Dodek (Ottawa), Pooja Parmar 
(Victoria), Alice Woolley (Calgary), Amy Salyzyn (Ottawa), Brent Cotter (Saskatchewan), John 
Law (Alberta), Annalise Acorn (Alberta) 
 
1.  Call to Order 
 
Brent Cotter (chairing) called the meeting to order at 9:03am. 
 
2.  Adoption of Agenda 
 
Motion: to adopt the agenda (Mercer; seconded Roussy).  Carried. 
 
3.  Approval of Minutes of the 2015 Annual General Meeting 
 
Motion: to approve the minutes of the 2015 Annual General Meeting as circulated in draft (Law; 
seconded Mercer).  Carried. 
 
4.  Approval of Members 
 
Alice Woolley explained that in the spring, led by Amy Salyzyn, CALE had determined that 
rather than treating all members of the listserv as members of CALE, the latter should be 
separate from the former so as to allow for the possibility that some people want to receive the 
listserv messages without being a CALE member. 
 
Motion: to approve, as the members of CALE, all individuals listed on the website under the 
heading “Members” (Salyzyn; seconded Hughes).  Carried. 
 
5.  President’s Report  
 
Alice Woolley outlined the two key initiatives from the past year: increasing CALE’s public 
profile and taking positions on leading issues.  On the former, she encouraged directors and 
officers to note their position with CALE as part of their e-mail signature.  On the latter, she 
mentioned the CALE response to the consultation on judicial discipline, the proposed (but 
deferred) CALE response to the FLSC’s report on non-discrimination, and the CALE discussion 
leading to individual submissions on the consultation on post-retirement conduct of judges. 
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Alice Woolley indicated that for the future she wanted to continue to foster a strong academic 
community in law schools, getting more people involved from some of them.  She wanted to 
pursue the idea, mentioned at a spring meeting of the directors, of possible CALE awards to 
recognize scholarship, especially by early-career academics. 
 
6.  Corporate Secretary and Treasurer’s Report 
 
Stephen Pitel explained that CALE is current with its corporate and tax filings.  He reviewed the 
financial position as of the most recent year end (May 17, 2016).  He noted that the 2016 
conference is projected to make a surplus. 
 
Motion: (1) that the financial year begins on May 18 and ends on the following May 17; (2) to 
waive any applicable statutory audit requirement; (3) to approve internal financial statements as 
prepared by the Corporate Secretary and Treasurer; (4) to approve corporate and tax filings by 
the Corporate Secretary and Treasurer (Pitel; seconded Law).  Carried. 
 
Motion: to thank Alice Woolley and Stephen Pitel for their work as officers (Hughes; seconded 
Roussy).  Carried (applause followed). 
 
7.  Election of Directors 
 
Motion: to increase size of board of directors from 9 to 11 (Mercer; seconded Salyzyn).  Carried. 
 
Adam Dodek noted that there had been a public solicitation of interest, through the listserv, for 
those interested in serving as directors and officers. 
 
Alice Woolley noted that despite CALE having a diverse membership, all of the proposed 
directors are full-time academics.  This reflects CALE’s central focus. 
 
The following were nominated to serve as directors until the next Annual General Meeting and 
agreed to stand: Brent Cotter, Richard Devlin, Adam Dodek, Alice Woolley, Jula Hughes, Pooja 
Parmar, Thomas Harrison, Elaine Craig, Alain Roussy, Amy Salyzyn and Stephen Pitel.  There 
were no additional nominations.  Those nominated were acclaimed. 
 
8.  Appointment of Officers 
 
Motion: to appoint the following officers until the next Annual General Meeting: Richard Devlin 
(Chair of the Board), Alice Woolley (President), Adam Dodek (Vice President), Stephen Pitel 
(Corporate Secretary and Treasurer), Amy Salyzyn (Chief Information Officer) and Richard 
Devlin (Conference Coordinator) (Law; seconded Roussy).  Carried. 
 
9.  Future Conferences and Annual General Meetings 
 
The Schulich School of Law at Dalhousie University has offered to host in 2017.  This was 
enthusiastically accepted.  It has the strong support of the Dean of the school.  Stephen Pitel 
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noted that Conference Coordinator Richard Devlin would send out an e-mail calling for 
volunteers for the organizing committee.   
 
Ontario is a possible location for the 2018 conference, particularly Windsor or Osgoode/York.  
Pooja Parmar raised the possibility of hosting in Victoria and was encouraged to explore that 
idea further. 
 
Jula Hughes suggested that part of a future conference could be devoted to a specific theme, such 
as responses to the Truth and Reconciliation Commission’s report. Adam Dodek noted that 
particular topic would be a good one for close collaboration between academics and regulators. 
 
Brent Cotter suggested that if funds are going to be available to assist early-career academics and 
graduate students to attend the conference, including the one in 2017, it would be helpful to 
promote that fact and the application process as early as possible.  Stephen Pitel expressed the 
hope that Richard Devlin and his committee would heed that suggestion. 
 
Jula Hughes suggested the possibility of applying for a SSHRC Connection Grant to cover some 
of the conference costs. 
 
10.  New Business 
 
Amy Salyzyn highlighted the redesigned web site and encouraged people to contact her with 
ideas or requests for content.  Discussion followed about ways to leverage and synergize content 
on the web page, in the listserv posts and on other sites such as Slaw.ca.  Pooja Parmar praised 
both the web site and the listserv as valuable resources for those new to the field.  The members 
thanked Amy for her efforts as an officer (applause followed). 
 
Motion: to thank John Law and the conference organization team at University of Alberta for 
running an excellent conference (Dodek; second Woolley).  Carried (applause followed).  John 
Law in turn thanked the organizing committee members for their work in pulling together the 
content for the conference. 
 
11.  Adjournment 
 
Motion: to adjourn (Law; seconded Mercer).  Taken as carried. 
 
 
 
 


